


Weston Youth Orchestra – Spring Concert

Weston Youth Orchestra would like to welcome you to our Spring Concert 
which is themed upon the music of stage and screen. We hope that you enjoy 
your time with us this evening and look forward to entertaining you with many 
familiar favourites, performed by our Junior and Senior Orchestras.

The Orchestra is very grateful for the support received from our audiences as 
well as from family and friends of Orchestra members. We are pleased to be 
able to offer young musicians the opportunity to experience orchestral 
playing, including concert performances, as well as the chance to socialise 
with other young musicians and to experience a broad repertoire of music. 
The orchestra has recently invested in a number of new items to add to its 
extensive library of music and these feature as part of our programme tonight.

We continue to welcome new members each year to both our Junior and 
Senior Orchestras, so if you are inspired by what you hear this evening, or 
know of a young musician who might be interested to join us, please get in 
touch! More information about the orchestra, including its history, past 
programmes and how to join can be found at our website: 
www.westonyouthorchestra.org.uk.

We hope you enjoy the show!



Weston Junior Arts 
Music Festival 2015

Victoria Methodist Church
Station Road, Weston-super-Mare

PERFORMANCES:

Strings - April 27th, Wind - April 29th & 30th

Piano - May 5th, Vocal - May 7th & 8th

Admission £1 per session

• An opportunity to hear outstanding young, local performers.

• Junior pupils perform during the morning and afternoon 
sessions. Senior pupils in the evening.

• School Choirs Thursday May 7th, 1.15pm

More information on the festival website:
www.westonjuniorartsfestival.org.uk

Weston Youth Orchestra

Background
WYO was established in 1958 to provide an environment for young musicians to 
improve their performance skills through playing in an orchestra. Many former 
members have gone on to forge careers within the world of music, including 
conducting and performing with the world’s top orchestras, arranging and composing 
music as well as playing for West End shows. In 2010 Nigel Hess, the former orchestra 
member and prominent composer of television and film scores, became the 
orchestra’s president. 

We are a self-funding voluntary organisation whose income is generated solely from 
public performances and annual membership fees. 

On average we perform four full concerts each year. Repertoire for these is primarily 
sourced from our own library; this includes works ranging from standard Classical 
repertoire through to music from Stage & Screen.

Joining WYO
There are two orchestras due to varying age, ability and experience. The Junior 
Orchestra (grades  1- 4) has an approximate age range of 8 - 14 years and the Senior 
Orchestra (grade 5+) has an age range of 12 - 21 years. 

Rehearsals take place every Friday evening throughout the year at the Boulevard 
United Reformed Church. The Junior Orchestra rehearses 6pm - 7pm and the Senior 
Orchestra 7pm - 9pm. 

Membership costs just £30 per year.

For more information contact Dennis Cole MBE on 07787 520230 or visit 
www.westonyouthorchestra.org.uk



FIRST HALF

SENIOR ORCHESTRA

Overture to the Force of Destiny Verdi

Chi Mai Morricone

Palladio Jenkins

Meditation Massenet
Soloist: Annie Tiso

Aladdin Nielsen

Bridge over the River Kwai Arnold

Sabre Dance Khachaturian

Interval - 20 minutes
Forthcoming Concerts

18 October 2015, 5.00pm
Boulevard United Reformed Church, W-s-M

20 November 2015, 7.30pm
Venue TBC

Senior Youth Orchestra

1st Violin Flute Trumpet
Jack Hanlon (Leader) Naomi Curnow Daniel Lucas
Annabel Hancock Hannah Anderson Sam Hanlon
Annie Tiso Vicky Lee Sarah Alsop
Stephanie Ball Maisie Slingsby
Amy Tang Diane Parfitt Trombone
Laura Heathcote Madeleine Ball Harry Bishop
Andrew Barrington Jon Hopes

Oboe
2nd Violin Anna Whiting Percussion
Chloe Hanlon Elizaeth Parker Jack Perry
Eloise Larden Frederick Tiso
George Skeen Clarinet John Skeen
Jenny Vincent Laura Caton
Sam Elms Thomas Perry Piano

Ellen Tiso Helen Page
Viola Adam Morris
Maria Parfitt 

Cello Bass
Ella Hutchinson James Parfitt
George Rabin Peter Rice
Lucy Locke
Anne Tyler



Programme Notes – First Half

Overture to The Force of Destiny – Giuseppe Verdi
‘The Power of Fate’, often translated as ‘The Force of Destiny’, is an Italian opera 
by Giuseppe Verdi with text by by Francesco Maria Piave. It was based on the 
Spanish drama, ‘Don Álvaro o la fuerza del sino’ and was first performed in 
the Bolshoi Kamenny Theatre of Saint Petersburg on 22nd November 1862. It is an 
opera that many old school Italian singers felt was cursed and brought bad luck. In 
1960, American baritone Leonard Warren fell dead on the stage of the 
Metropolitan Opera during Act III, and this ‘curse’ led singers and others to try to 
fend off bad luck during performances. The very superstitious Luciano 
Pavarotti avoided playing the part of ‘Alvaro’ as part of the opera for this reason! 
The overture is frequently performed and often features as the opening item for 
orchestral concerts. It was also recently featured as part of a TV advert for the 
Volkswagen Passat.

Chi Mai – Ennio Morricone
‘Chi Mai’, which translates from Italian as ‘Whoever’,was written in 1971 and was 
used in the films ‘Maddalena’ (1971) and ‘Le Professionnel’ (1981), as well as the 
TV series ‘An Englishman's Castle’ (1978) and ‘The Life and Times of David Lloyd 
George’ (1981). ‘Chi Mai’ also reached number two on the UK Singles Chart in 
1981. It is also famous in France for being used for a ‘Royal Canin's’ 1980’s 
commercial, to the point that it is more closely associated with the commercial 
than with its other appearances. 

Palladio - Karl Jenkins
Jenkins’s inspiration for the piece came from ‘Andrea Palladio’ - a sixteenth-
century Italian architect commissioned by the wealthy families of his day to build 
beautiful villas, as well as a substantial number of churches. The string section of 
the orchestra, conducted by Andrew Barrington, will perform this today. 

Meditation – Jules Massenet
‘Méditation’ is a symphonic intermezzo from the opera ‘Thaïs’ by the French 
composer Jules Massenet. The opera premiered at the Opéra Garnier in Paris on 
March 16th, 1894. ‘Meditation’ is written for solo violin and orchestra and will be 
performed today by 13 year old Annie Tiso, accompanied by the senior orchestra. 
It is thought that Massenet may have written the piece with religious intentions: 
the tempo marking is ‘Andante Religioso’, signifying his intention that it should be 
played religiously. 



SECOND HALF

JUNIOR ORCHESTRA

March from Carmen Bizet

The Incredibles Giacchino

Nimbus 2000 Williams
Flute Ensemble: Naomi Curnow, Hannah Anderson, 
Vicky Lee, Maisie Slingsby, Martha Luke & 
Jessica-Anne Lee

The Dambusters Coates

SENIOR ORCHESTRA

Selections from Cabaret Kander

Hoe-Down Copland

La Bamba Trad. Mexican

CDs Available in the Foyer

50th Anniversary Concert - £10

Music from Stage & Screen - £10

Junior Youth Orchestra

1st Violin Cello Clarinet
Chloe Hanlon Ella Hutchinson Laura Caton
George Skeen George Rabin Thomas Perry
Naomi Curnow Amy Anderson Chloe Phipps
Charlotte Painter Charlie Mitchell Adam Morris
Eloise Larden
Toby Mitchell Bass Trumpet
Annie Tiso James Parfitt Daniel Lucas

Jack Hanlon
2nd Violin Flute
Joshua Perry Naomi Curnow Trombone
Amelia Ford Vicky Lee Max Hutchinson

Sophie Gardner Maisie Slingsby
Jon Hopes

Wan Ying Jennifer Lau Martha Luke Percussion
Jessica Trybull Jessica-Anne Lee John Skeen

Jack Perry
Viola Oboe
Ben Brown Anna Whiting Bass Guitar
Maria Parfitt Elizabeth Parker Frederick Tiso



Programme Notes – Second Half

March from Carmen – Georges Bizet
Carmen is an opera in four acts. The musical score has been widely acclaimed for its 
brilliance of melody, harmony, atmosphere and orchestration, and for the skill with 
which Bizet musically represented the emotions and suffering of his characters. The 
opera has been recorded many times since the first recording in 1908, and the story 
has been the subject of many screen and stage adaptations. 

The Incredibles – Michael Giacchino
The ‘Incredibles’ was composed by Michael Giacchino and forms the soundtrack to 
Pixar’s hugely popular 2004 film. The complete orchestral score was released on 
November 2, three days before the film opened in cinemas. It won numerous 
awards for Best Score and was nominated for the Grammy Award for Best Score 
Soundtrack for Visual Media. Our Junior Orchestra will be performing an 
arrangement of the score which features musical highlights from the film.

Nimbus 2000 – John Williams
Diane Parfitt conducts the flute ensemble who will perform ‘Nimbus 2000’. This 
arrangement is taken from the score to ‘Harry Potter’, which was composed by John 
Williams and enjoyed instant popularity. The ‘Nimbus 2000’ is a broomstick that 
Harry Potter uses whilst playing ‘Qudditch’ and the fluttery and sweeping theme of 
this piece is designed to emulate the theme of flying.

The Dambusters – Eric Coates
The ‘Dam Busters March’ is Eric Coates' theme for the 1955 film ‘The Dam 
Busters’. It is a musical composition which has achieved the rare distinction of 
having iconic status: the Dam Busters March remains a favourite military band item 
and is frequently used at flypasts in the UK. It also featured during the opening 
ceremony to the London 2012 Olympic Games. The March will be performed today 
by our Junior Orchestra.

Selections from Cabaret – John Kander
Cabaret is a musical based on a book written by Christopher Isherwood. The musical 
score was composed by John Kander and lyrics were created by Fred Ebb. The 1966 
Broadway production became a hit, inspiring numerous subsequent productions 
and revivals around the world, as well as the 1972 film. The musical is based on John 
Van Druten's 1951 play ‘I Am a Camera’, which was adapted from the short 
novel ‘Goodbye to Berlin’ (1939) by Christopher Isherwood. Set in 1931 Berlin as 
the Nazis are rising to power, ‘Caberet’ is based on the nightlife of the ‘Kit Kat Klub’, 
and revolves around 19-year-old cabaret performer ‘Sally Bowles’ and her 
relationship with the young American writer ‘Cliff Bradshaw’. A sub-plot involves the 
doomed romance between German boarding house owner Fräulein Schneider and 
her elderly suitor Herr Schultz, a Jewish fruit vendor. The Senior Orchestra will 
perform a selection of popular songs from the musical and will be conducted by Jon 
Hopes.

Hoe Down – Arron Copland
The Senior Orchestra will now perform Aaron Copland’s ever popular ‘Hoe-Down’. A 
Hoe-Down is a dance in quick movement, similar in style to jigs, reels 
and clog dancing. ‘Hoe-Down’ features as part of the Rodeo ballet which was 
composed by Copland in 1942. It is known to be the most famous Hoe-Down 
in classical music and became even more famous when America’s Beef Producers 
chose to use ‘Hoe-Down’ as the theme to their television advertisements.

La Bamba – Trad. Mexican
‘La Bamba’ is a Mexican folk song, originally from the state of Veracruz, best known 
from a 1958 adaptation by Ritchie Valens. ‘La Bamba’ has been covered by 
numerous artists, most notably by Los Lobos, whose version was the title track of 
the 1987 film ‘La Bamba’ and reached Number 1 in the U.S. and UK singles charts in 
the same year. Lyrics to the song vary greatly, as performers often improvise verses 
while performing. The traditional aspect of ‘La Bamba’ lies in the tune, which 
remains almost the same through most versions. The name of the dance, which has 
no direct English translation, is presumably connected with the Spanish 
verb ‘bambolear’, meaning "to shake" or perhaps "to stomp".The traditional ‘La 
Bamba’ is often played during weddings in Veracruz, where the bride and groom 
perform the accompanying dance. The dance displays the newly-wed couple's unity 
through the performance of complicated, delicate steps in unison which result in the 
creation of a bow, originally a long red ribbon, using only their feet.



Aladdin – Carl Nielsen
Carl Nielsen's ‘Aladdin’ was written to accompany a new production of Adam 
Oehlenschläger’s ‘Dramatic Fairy Tale’, which was presented at The Royal 
Theatre in Copenhagen in February 1919. Nielsen experienced major difficulties 
whilst preparing music for the theatre production  as the director, Johannes 
Poulsen, used the orchestra pit for an extended stage, leaving the orchestra 
cramped below a majestic staircase on the set. When Poulsen cut out large parts of 
the music during final rehearsals and changed the sequence of dances, Nielsen 
demanded that his name be removed from the posters and the programme: 
eventually the theatre production was withdrawn after only 15 performances!
Nielsen went on to conduct frequent performances of extracts from Aladdin to 
great popular acclaim both in Denmark and abroad. 

Bridge over the River Kwai – Malcolm Arnold
‘The Bridge on the River Kwai’ is a 1957 World War II epic film directed by David 
Lean and based on the novel ‘Le Pont de la Rivière Kwai’ (1952) by Pierre Boulle. 
The film is a work of fiction but borrows the construction of the Burma Railway in 
1942–43 for its historical setting. The film was widely praised, winning 
seven Academy Awards (including Best Picture) at the 30th Academy Awards. In 
1997 the film was deemed "culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant" and 
selected for preservation in the United States Library of Congress National Film 
Registry. It is widely considered to be one of the greatest films in history. Malcolm 
Arnold was awarded an Academy Award for the film's score.

Sabre Dance – Aram Khacaturian
The ‘Sabre Dance’ is a movement from the final act of Aram Khachaturian's 
ballet ‘Gayane’ where the dancers display their skill with sabres. It is 
Khachaturian's best known and most recognizable work. The piece is thought to be 
one of the 20th century's signature pieces and has been made popular by pop 
artist covers, first in the US and later in other countries such as the UK and 
Germany. The use of ‘Sabre Dance’ in a wide range of films and TV series over the 
decades has also contributed to its renown. The ‘Sabre Dance’ has also been used 
by a number of figure skaters as the backing track to their routines.

Weston Youth Orchestra members are taught by:

Violins & Violas Flutes Trumpets
Dennis Cole MBE Diane Parfitt Anne Higgs
Andrew Barrington Helen Page Abie Jones
Jenny Heathcote Alison Warner
Helen Page Trombones
Nicola Bradshaw Oboes Jon Hopes
Rebecca Hill Rob Heathcote Anne Higgs
Susie Spanring
Alison Welch Clarinets Percussion
Joyce Rudell Gill Holdaway John Rackham

Steve Hacking 
Cellos David Pagett
Anne Tyler
Jo Lewis


